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Erik Mongrain was born in Montreal on April 12, 1980. Аза youth, he was more into sports than 


music. 


Growing up to the sounds of Metallica, Jimi Hendrix and mostly Nirvana's Kurt Cobain, Erik 
discovered an interest in guitar. At 14, he received a classical guitar as a gift and learnt by ear his 
favourite songs. A year later, he bought his very first electric guitar which allowed him to learn and play 
Nirvana songs to his delight. 


Не then learned guitar on his own, composed his own music and discovered Jean-Sebastian Bach’s 
melodies, which he learned by heart on classical guitar. Around the age of 18, he discovered a 
Canadian guitar giant whose name is Don Ross. |t was during this period of his life that E rik chose 
acoustic guitar as his favourite musical instrument through which he wished to share his passion with 


others around him. 


Не made another major discovery with the contemporary music of a Californian named Michael 
Hedges. «Jt was a true revelation to me, [had finally found my niche stated E rik. He is still а great fan 
of the late Michael Hedges to this day. 


During that time, he discovered and experimented a technique which was unknown to Біт at the time: 
Чар tapping”. ~ “/ immediately adopted that technique.” With the guitar on his lap, he tapped the 
strings as if it were а piano. The effect was spectacular! People passing by on the streets were his first 
“fans”. Over those years, F rik played the streets and subway stations of Montreal, the (1.5. аз ме! 
а5 Europe. 


Іһ Granada, Spain, a journalist came across this young Montrealer, then 21, sitting on the sidewalk 
playing his guitar. Impressed by his talent, he wrote an article in the “Granada” newspaper and made 
the following prediction: 


„Аз another great guitar tapping player, Stanley Jordan, Mongrain started out in 
the streets of Granada, he will continue on in the Barcelona subway and will 
probably end up recording on world class major labels. 


Jesus "Aras, (Granada, May 18, 2001 


Е rik is a musician who constantly searches and explores the world of music. Не has since adopted 
traditional guitar posture and has been writing a tremendous amount of songs whose harmonies are 


profoundly inspired, 


|t is often said that one cannot fight fate. From streets to | М. sets, this young self-taught guitar 
layer has not betrayed this old saying. These are the complete transcriptions of his CD entitled 
[750 9 ging Р Р 


«Fate? available to all guitarists and music lovers. 
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PERCUSIENFA 


Remember that PercusienFa is like Ащар! (read Airtap! instructions) as it is 
roughly structured with a lot of improvisation. | think Frank Larouche's 
transcription of the CD version is pretty accurate. 


Please do not fret if some notes are not like you'd like them to be :) 


Also, this recording happened 4 years ago more or less as of this writing, and 
was a 1 take shot. | don't remember how І did everything. It just happened like 
that so please understand that | do not know which part is played how according 
to what :) 


- Note: First beat of measure 1: these notes are not actually strummed or even 
tapped. On most guitars (with low enough action), if you tap behind the bridge on 
the bass side with your thumb, it should hit a bracing inside the guitar and 
somehow gets the bass strings to ring on their own. Just slap near Я 5-6 on the 
guitar map and you should hear this sound. 


Keep in mind that the percussive intro is free as long a you follow the beat. Feel 
free to add finger taps and such to complement if you wish! 


=== MAP === 


Move #1: Goes with the first line's X on top in Ше tab. 
Slap with right-hand fingers on the edge of the side. 


(3+4 are grouped together since they are played roughly at the same spot) 


Move #3: Goes with the third line's X from the top 
At the beginning just slap lightly with left-hand fingers. 


Move #4: Goes with the fourth line's X from the top. 
For measures 51 to 57. This is a thumb slap above the fret board 
near the sound hole. For this part, this is how it goes for the right 
hand: thumb slap, thumb slap + harmonic at the -same time-. (this 
is coupled with the left hand chords + the slap on #5 spot shown on 
the map) 


(5+6 are grouped together since they are played at the same spot) 


Move #5: Goes with the 5th line's X from the top. 
Thumb slap there. 


Move #6: Goes with the 6th line's X from the top. 
Thumb slap there. 
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ГАТЕ 5 


Here's how Ше numbers work. 


Move #1: 


Move #2: 


Move #3 : 


Move #5 : 


Move #6 : 


Goes with the first тез X on top іп Ше tab. 
Slap on the side of the guitar with fingers in a flat position. 


Goes with the triplet's X on the 2nd line from the top. 
Quick triplet from ring, middle to index fingers. Sounds clearer with 
nails of course! 


Goes with the 3rd line's X from the top. 
Left hand leaves the fingerboard and strikes the edge of the guitar 
softly. 


Goes with the 5th line's X from the top. 
Thenar thump over the sound hole (the Thenar is the ball of flesh 
at the inside base of your thumb). 


Goes with the 6th line's X from the top. 
Thenar thump in that area. 
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LA DERNIERE PLUIE 


Note 1: 


This harmonic is done by holding the 12^ fret harmonic with your right-hand 
index and pulling the 0-7-8 chord with your left hand to ring it. Make sure to keep 
the 5" fret-4" string fretted at the same time to create the high pitch harmonic. 
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GÉOMÉTRIE DUNE ERREUR 


Note 1 

For this passage every X on the 6th string is a thump on the top 3 strings + a 
middle finger released on the 5th string. Curl your middle finger inside your 
thenar (ball of flesh) and release it in a spring-like motion. 

So thump AND release at the same time. May require a bit of practice :) 


Guitar percussion legend 

For all percussion in this song your right arm needs to always be in a slow type of motion, going 
from the strings above the sound hole to the edge of the guitar and back. You know, kind of like 
a mechanical mime :) 


Here's how the numbers work: 


Move #1: Goes with the first line's X on top in the tab. 
Slap on the side of the guitar with fingers in a flat position. 


Move #3: Goes with the 3rd line's X from the top. 
This is the continuation of the side-slap: your hand comes back with your thumb 
ready to hit that part of the guitar top. Thumb hit! 


Move #4: Goes with the 4th line's X from the top. 
Your thumb comes down on the bass note that is going to be plucked, so a thump- 
and-then-pluck. 


Move #6: Goes with the 6th line's X from the top. 
Thenar thump in that area (the Thenar is the ball of flesh at the inside base of your 
thumb). 
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bars 87 to 95: fairly improvised section. 
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MAIS QUAND 2 


Note that in the "main theme" of the song (bars 17-21-25 etc ..) the 6th fret note 
is usually flicked downward with the middle finger, hitting the string AND the 
bottom of the sound hole, giving an extra percussive sound. 


Curl your finger into your palm and quickly release it onto the string and guitar 
top. If your strings action is too high this might be a problem to achieve though ! 
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АКТАГ! 


Français 

"AirTap" est une composition que j'ai créée, il у a plusieurs années, alors дие j'apprenais cette technique 
particuliére. Le rythme principal m'est venu en téte et je l'ai joué. AirTap n'a pas été créée pour étre 
jouée de la méme facon à chaque fois. Personnellement, je préfére voir cette technique comme une 
liberté, une improvisation. Vous pouvez lui donner le nom que vous préférez. Je garde une certaine 
structure et je m'amuse avec les émotions de l'instant. 

Donc, il n'y a pas une seule version d'AirTap qui se ressemble parfaitement.... et il n'y en aura pas. Les 
tablatures que vous avez en ce moment ont été créées à partir de la vidéo enregistrée pour Ivideotunes. 
Cette vidéo et tutoriel vous montre les notions de bases des technique de « lap-tapping ». 

Mon conseil, pour ceux qui désirent apprendre AirTap, est de comprendre la structure principale et 
quelques unes des combinaisons de mouvements pour ensuite laisser vos émotions faire le reste. Cette 
piéce n'a rien de précis, elle dépend de vos émotions du moment. 


Erik 


English 

"AirTap" is something | composed years ago when | was learning the technique. The main rhythm came 
to me and | just let it all out somehow. This song is not meant to be played the same way every time, this 
technique either. Personally | like to see this technique as free play, improvisation. Call it as you wish! | 
like to keep a structure and juggle with the notes according to how | feel so there aren't two AirTap 
versions that are the same nor will there ever be. The one presented here is one amidst many. It was 
recorded for Ivideotunes and is a note for note transcription of what is played іп that version. | use 
AirTap as the vehicle to show the basics of the required techniques. 

My best advice for you guys is this: learn the basic techniques and some move combinations. 

Understand Airtap's basic structure and then let your inspiration guide you to improvisational bliss! 

This song isn't about utmost precision, it's about how you feel in the very present! 


Erik 


De utsch 


"AirTap" ist etwas, dass ich vor Jahren geschrieben habe, als ich diese Technik gelernt habe. Es war ein 
wunderschóner Morgen mit Sonnenlicht, Kaffee und Ausgelassenheit in Spanien. Der Hauptrhythmus 
kam heraus und dann hat sich alles irgendwie daraus entwickelt. 

Dieser Song ist nicht dafür gedacht jedesmal genau gleich gespielt zu werden, es geht mehr um die 
Technik. Persönlich halte ich diese Technik für ein "Freies Spielen", eine Improvisation, wie auch immer 
ihr das nennen wollt. Ich halte gerne eine gewisse Struktur und jongliere mit den Noten, je nachdem wie 
ich mich fühle. Also, es gibt keine AirTap Version die gleich ist, und die wird es auch nicht geben. Diese 
Version hier ist eine unter vielen. Das Video ist hauptsáchlich für die Grundlagen der Technik und ich 
benutze AirTap um die genannten Grundlagen zu zeigen. 

Mein bester Rat an euch Leute ist: Lernt die Grundlagen der Technik, dann die AirTap Struktur, ein paar 
Bewegungen und Kombinationen und dann lasst eure Inspiration raus und improvisiert! 

Bei diesem Song geht es nicht um punktgenaue Präzision, sondern darum, wie man sich genau іп dem 
Moment fühlt! 

Diese Version hier wurde aufgenommen für Ivideotunes und besteht Note für Note daraus, was in 

dem Video gespielt wurde. 


Erik 


105/130 
Г граћо! 
"AirTap" es algo que compuse años atrás cuando estaba aprendiendo la técnica. Era una bonita 
mañana bajo la luz del sol, con café у felicidad en España. El ritmo principal apareció у, de algún modo, 
Іо dejó salir todo. Esta canción no ha de ser tocada exactamente igual cada vez, y tampoco esta técnica. 
Personalmente prefiero ver esta técnica como un estilo libre, o improvisación, Ната como quieras!. 
Me gusta mantener una estructura y hacer malabarismos con las notas de acuerdo a cómo me sienta y 
todo eso. Así que no hay una versión de "AirTap" que sea igual y nunca la habrá. Esta versión concreta, 
es una intermedia de muchas. Este vídeo sirve principalmente para los conceptos básicos de la técnica, 
y lo utilizo para mostrar dichos conceptos. 
Mi mejor recomendación para vosotros es la siguiente: aprended los conceptos básicos de la técnica, la 
estructura básica de "AirTap", algunas combinaciones de movimientos y entonces jdejad salir vuestra 
inspiración e improvisad! 
En esta canción no se trata de máxima precisión, jse trata de cómo os sintáis en ese mismo momento! 
Esta versión fue grabada para Ivideotunes, y es, nota por nota, lo que se toca еп el video. 


Erik 


日 本 語 

"AirTap" は 、 私 が この ギタ ー・ ス タイ ル の テク ニッ ク を 学び つつ あっ た 頃 、 今 か ら 何 年 も 前 に 
作曲 し た 作品 で す 。 曲 が 出 来 た の は 、 朝 の 陽光 が 射 し 、 修 に は コー ヒー が あり 、 幸 せな 気持 ち 
に 満ち た スペ イン で の 素晴らし い 朝 で し た 。 こ の 曲 の 主 な リズ ム が 思い 浮か び 、 す ぐに 全て の 
も の が 生ま れ 出 て 来 た の で す 。 私 は 、 こ の 曲 を 毎回 同じ よう に 正確 に 演奏 され る べき だ と は 

っ て いま せん 。 演奏 時 の テク ニッ ク に し て も 同様 、 全 く 同 じ テ クニ ッ ク を 使う つも り は な い の 
で す 。 私 自身 と し て は 、 こ の デ テク ニッ ク を 自由 な プレ イ 、 つ まり 即興 演奏 する 際 の テク ニッ ク 
と 見 な し て いま す 。 こ の スタ イル を 何と 名 付け る か は 、 貴 方 の ご 自由 で す ! 

コー ド 進 行 を 守り 、 そ の 時 の 私 の 気持 ち が 反 映 さ れ た 音符 を 上 手 く あや つり な が ら 演 奏し た い 
と 思っ て いま す 。 で すか ら 、 あ る 1 つの 決ま りき っ た ヴァ ー ジ ョ ン の AirTap と いう も の は 存在 
し ませ ん し 、 こ れ か ら も 存在 し な いで し ょ う 。 これ は 沢山 の ヴァ ー ジ ョ ン の 中 の 1 つ に 過ぎ な 
い の で す 。 こ の ビデ オ は 主 に テク ニッ ク の 基本 を 学ん で 頂く 為 の も の で 、 そ の 基本 を 見 て 頂く 
為 に AirTap を 取り あげ まし た 。 

私 か ら 皆 さん へ の 最も 良い アドヴァイス は 、 こ うい うこ と で す 。 つ まり 、 基 本 と な る テク ニッ 
ク を 身 に つけ 、 AirTap の 基本 的 な コー ド 進 行 や 幾つ か の 動き の コン ビ ネ ー ショ ン を 学ん だ 上 で 
それ か ら 更 に 貴方 の イン スピ レー ショ ン を 全開 に し て 即興 演奏 を 行う よう に し て 下さ い 。 
この 曲 ( + ょ 、 た っ た 今 あ な た が どう 感じ て いる か が 重要 で あっ て 、 な る だ け 正 確 に 演奏 する 事 は 
そん な に 大 切な こと で は な い の で す 。 ここ に 載せ た ヴァ ー ジ ョ ン は 、Ivideotunes の 為 に 録 ら 
れ た も の で 、 1 音 1 音 ビ デオ で 演奏 し た 通り に 採 護 さ れ て いま す 。 
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INTERPRETATIONS 


Interpr tations is meant to be played slowly and at the player's current level of 
calm and state of relaxation. 

Don't rush it, take your time between the chords ! A good fingerpicking and 
precision exercise | think. Enjoy ! 


Note 1- 


Note 2- 


Note 3- 


Note 4- 


Mute completely by softly thumping the strings with your right hand 
palm. 


This X is a thump with your thenar (ball of flesh under at the base 
of your thumb) just over the sound hole producing this percussive 
sound. 


The 4th-string in this little part is executed by a flick of your right 
middle finger. Curl it in your palm and quickly release it in a spring- 
like motion to attack the string. (requires practice) 


The harmonic here isn't a typo ! Since the chord here isn't a bar, 
you can actually "curve" your index enough toward the 7th fret so 
you can reach for the harmonic and pluck it. A finger curve from the 
6th string 8th fret to the 5th string 7th fret if you will. 
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